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We hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy as our communities–at home and abroad–work together to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Health and safety precautions are reshaping AISD’s work as we move to remote operations during this unprecedented time. 
Superintendent Paul Cruz made the difficult but prudent decision to close AISD campuses indefinitely as part of the district’s 
ongoing efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19. As students transition to Continuous Learning, AISD staff will continue to 
work with students and families to support their needs. Continuous Learning also provides opportunities for teachers to help 
students during these uncertain times with social-emotional support. AISD has created an AISD At-Home Learning website as 
a resource for students, families and teachers to provide valuable information and support.

To ensure all students have the tools they need to fully tap into Continuous Learning, AISD has developed a program to get 
computers and internet access to as many students, homes and neighborhoods as possible while campuses are closed. The 
program delivers a Chromebook as well as a WiFi hotspot to students in third through seventh grade in need of one or both. 
Through bond funds and previous grants, students in eighth through 12th grade already have a device they can use at home. 
To learn more, visit www.austinisd.org/covid19/chromebooks.

To further bridge the technology gap, Austin ISD has retrofitted buses with WiFi capabilities up to a distance of 200 feet. AISD 
will be strategically positioning these buses daily from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at apartments and neighborhoods identified as having 
the highest needs. Please click on this link or visit AustinISD.org/covid19/chromebooks to learn more. 

Together with the district, the Austin Ed Fund has created the AISD Crisis Support Fund—an effort to support our school 
communities by supplementing access to food services, health programs and remote learning. Interested in supporting 
our school communities? Financial contributions and in-kind support can be made on the program website. For more 
information about the AISD Crisis Support Fund and how to contribute, visit AustinEdFund.org.

You can find more information and updates on what the district is doing to combat COVID-19 at AustinISD.org/covid19.

https://sites.google.com/austinisd.org/aisd-learning-at-home
http://www.austinisd.org/covid19/chromebooks
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1uTuWUa3_GjCcG0x_gvJd4aX73CEMMSQn&ll=30.24924030599053%2C-97.7565285&z=12
http://AustinISD.org/covid19/chromebooks
https://austinedfund.org/crisis-support-fund/
https://austinedfund.org/crisis-support-fund/
https://austinedfund.org/
http://AustinISD.org/covid19


CONSTRUCTION

The City of Austin and Travis County ordered restrictions for construction projects to protect our community from 
the spread of COVID-19. Based on these guidelines, which allow construction sites to remain open with strict social 
distancing and additional safety measures, the district expects to continue with our modernization projects as 
scheduled.
 
We are working closely with construction teams to follow health and safety requirements and guidelines while moving 
forward with all bond projects. Not only does this work keep our fellow community members employed, it also ensures 
the district continues to use bond funds wisely and keep our promises to voters. Delaying modernization projects could 
have a significant negative impact on construction costs, as well as the carefully-coordinated schedules that align school 
opening dates with the start of fall or spring semesters.
 
Again, we want to thank all of the essential workers who are working with the COVID-19 safety protocols and continuing 
to build our 21st-century learning spaces. Please keep in mind they are going to work for us, so we encourage those 
who can to stay home for them.
 

SPRING 2020
 
As the COVID-19 precautions and limitations on community gatherings have illustrated, facilities impact how our 
students learn. AISD is committed to developing environments that encourage creative and critical skills development. 
The Facilities Master Plan was created as a long-term roadmap to modernize all AISD schools into 21st-century learning 
spaces. The board-appointed Facilities and Bond Planning Advisory Committee played a critical role in developing 
the 2017 FMP, including the district’s vision of modernization. The community volunteers have continued to develop 
recommendations to further that vision through the most recent FMP update in 2019.
 
In January, the Board of Trustees approved the 2019 FMP that addresses the need for a greater strategic vision for 
athletics and wellness, fine arts and creative learning, and Career and Technical Education and career-connected 
learning. These programs play a key role in providing AISD students with a holistic education to improve academic 
outcomes. The FABPAC developed its recommendations through comprehensive research, planning and analysis, as well 
as extensive community engagement and public input.
 
In February, the Community Bond Oversight Committee submitted its semi-annual report to trustees. The report reflects 
a culmination of the committee’s work to date. View the report on the district website.
 
Today and every day, thank you for supporting our students as we create 21st-century learning spaces and reinvent the 
urban school experience! And, thank you for your support as we move forward with our important bond work while 
prioritizing the health and safety of our project team members, teachers, students, families and communities.
 
Follow the 2017 bond progress at AISDFuture.com and share your bond stories on social media using #AISDFuture.
 
Nicole Conley                                                                         Matias Segura
Chief Business and Operations Officer/CFO                     Operations Officer

https://www.austinisd.org/fmp
https://www.austinisd.org/sites/default/files/dept/cboc/docs/CBOC-Report-To-Board-Feb_2020-final.pdf
http://AISDFuture.com


BOND UPDATES
NEWS FROM ACROSS THE DISTRICT

While the spring semester has taken an unexpected turn, AISD began 
the year by opening the first three modernized campuses through the 
2017 Bond Program. On Jan. 8, students returned from the holiday break 
to the new T.A. Brown and Menchaca elementary schools, and the new 
Govalle Elementary School officially opened to students on Feb. 18. 

Each school held a grand opening celebration and you can view AISD.
TV coverage of these events by watching AISD in 3 - Week of Jan. 6, AISD 
in 3 - Week of Jan. 13 and AISD in 3 - Week of March 2.

We are #AISDProud to provide 21st-century learning spaces to these 
students. And, we’re excited for the work that continues through the 
2017 bond to modernize spaces that will serve students across the 
district. We are currently on track to open three additional modernized 
schools in the fall, supporting our mission to prepare all students to 
graduate ready for college, career and life.
 
Sánchez Elementary School marked the start of construction with 
a groundbreaking ceremony on Feb. 20. Students kicked off the 
event with a parade from Metz to Sánchez elementary schools. The 
modernized campus is scheduled to open in Fall 2021, welcoming a 
combined community of Metz and Sánchez students. View AISD.TV 
coverage by watching AISD in 3 - Week of Feb. 17.
 
Several other modernization projects are scheduled to break ground in 
the coming weeks, including: 

■ Austin High School,
■ Brentwood Elementary School,
■ Casis Elementary School and
■ Hill Elementary School.

 
Follow the 2017 Bond progress at AISDFuture.com, which provides 
information about project-specific meetings and timelines, virtual 
groundbreaking celebrations, as well as virtual renderings that allow you 
to tour the modernized schools.

https://vimeo.com/384079229
https://vimeo.com/385405047
https://vimeo.com/385405047
https://vimeo.com/395871145
https://vimeo.com/392855872
http://AISDFuture.com


MEET YOUR BOND TEAM
THE FACILITIES AND BOND PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

AISD values the participation and input of all community members as it works to create 21st-century learning 
spaces for students across the district. To support communication and collaboration around capital improvement 
needs and long-range facilities planning, 18 community members are appointed by the Board of Trustees to serve 
on the Facilities and Bond Planning Advisory Committee. FABPAC provides recommendations for the Facilities 
Master Plan and the scope of work and timing of bond programs.
 
FABPAC volunteers bring their unique perspective to shape AISD bond programs and initiatives. For the 2019 
update, community feedback directly influenced the FABPAC’s final recommendations to the board. We would 
like to thank all current and former FABPAC members, who volunteer their time and talents to reinvent the urban 
school experience.
 
The bond process starts with the FABPAC as they establish and update the FMP. The Community Bond Oversight 
Committee carries out its oversight responsibilities to ensure accountability and transparency in the district’s bond 
program. The CBOC also is appointed by the Board of Trustees to ensure bond projects are delivered in accordance 
with what voters authorized.  



PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Earlier this semester, Govalle Elementary School opened as the first of seven modernized campuses in the 2017 Bond Program 
that will serve East Austin students. The original campus opened in 1931. Today, the state-of-the-art campus is purpose-built to 
serve its dual language and Pre-K programs, as well as a life skills program.
 
The modernized campus is organized around a central open courtyard and main street that create distinct spaces for academics, 
fine arts and athletics. The two-story school incorporates two learning communities–each with 12 studios, one professional 
learning center, a maker space and small group break-out rooms. At the center and heart of the school is the media center. This 
area fuses together the two-story academic wing and the secondary active block that incorporates the gymnasium, cafeteria, 
and art and music rooms.
 
Built on the same site as the original school, construction for Phase Two of the project is underway and will take place through 
summer 2020. The site work is expected to be completed in time to welcome new students to the Govalle campus this fall. 

DID YOU KNOW?
AISD is working to implement sustainable practices district-wide. And, bond programs make it possible to bring the latest 
green building innovations and technologies to our schools. Every modernized school will be equipped with energy and water 
conservation features designed to minimize our environmental footprint and use our natural resources wisely.
 
The newly opened T.A. Brown Elementary School is the perfect example, with the first thermal ice storage system in the district 
that will efficiently moderate the facility’s temperature and reduce overall energy consumption. As a green school rooted in 
STEAM and outdoor learning, T.A. Brown is leading the district–and nation–to build a culture of environmental awareness and 
action while enhancing educational outcomes for our most precious resource and future leaders: our students.
 
While our students aren’t on campus right now to enjoy the sustainability initiatives in the classroom, there are plenty of 
opportunities to get involved at home. This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day, and AISD celebrated Earth Week by 
encouraging students to think about how they can make our community a healthier, greener place.

Teachers, students and families took part in fun and meaningful actions from home, such as:
■ Lights, Camera, Safety Contest – Sixth through eighth grade students participated in a video to encourage their 

peers to walk, bike and roll safely around their neighborhood.  
■ Earth Day Bingo – Students used bilingual Earth Day Bingo Cards to demonstrate how they and their families can 

take action to promote a green environment from their homes and neighborhoods.
 
Check out our recent Earth Day activities at @AustinISDGreen and post your own stories on Twitter and Instagram using the 
hashtag #AISDGreen! To learn more about AISD’s Earth Day initiatives and AISD sustainability efforts, please visit the AISD Earth 
Week web page and AISD Sustainability.

GET INVOLVED
AISD WELCOMES STUDENTS, FAMILIES, TEAM MEMBERS AND THE 
GREATER AUSTIN COMMUNITY TO BE INFORMED ABOUT AND ENGAGED IN 
THE BOND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS. 

Learn about districtwide and campus-specific community meetings and sign up for email notifications by visiting AISDFuture.com.

https://www.austinisd.org/sustainability/earth-week
https://www.austinisd.org/sustainability/earth-week
https://www.austinisd.org/sustainability
https://aisdfuture.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=96b36b4c08a7e3729af854f99&id=7c35212c9b
https://www.austinisd.org/bond



